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Jamison examines the conceptual position of women in the culture of early India,
specifically the Vedic and early epic periods (c. 1500-200 BC). Jamison begins
by focusing on asingle, apparently marginal female role, the activities of the
"Sacrificer's Wife" in solemn ritual, and isolating the set of conceptual functions
filled by the wife in that context. She then turns to a brief but emblematic myth
from the middle VVedic period, "Manu's cups’, in which awoman barely escapes
being sacrificed with the consent of her husband. This story, Jamison shows,
raises questions about women'sritual role and about hospitality obligations that
the rest of the book sets out to answer. The central portion of the book isthen
given over to an extended consideration of women'srolesin solemn Vedic ritual.
Drawing on the vast corpus of textual material on solemn ritual, Jamison is able
to delineate a sharply focused picture of women and their functional rolesin this
realm where abstract rituals are enacted and encoded. She goes on to apply these
concepts to the "messy sprawl in everyday life", primarily as depicted in epic
narrative (especialy the Mahabharata) and regulated in the legal literature.
Particular attention is given to the role of women in the areas of hospitality, gift
exchange and marriage. Jamison's analysis not only illuminates ancient Indian
attitudes toward women and gender, but forces aradical reassessment of the
institutions under review.
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early epic periods (c. 1500-200 BC). Jamison begins by focusing on a single, apparently margina female
role, the activities of the " Sacrificer's Wife" in solemn ritual, and isolating the set of conceptual functions
filled by the wife in that context. She then turnsto a brief but emblematic myth from the middle Vedic
period, "Manu's cups’, in which awoman barely escapes being sacrificed with the consent of her husband.
This story, Jamison shows, raises questions about women's ritual role and about hospitality obligations that
the rest of the book sets out to answer. The central portion of the book is then given over to an extended
consideration of women'srolesin solemn Vedic ritual. Drawing on the vast corpus of textual material on
solemn ritual, Jamison is able to delineate a sharply focused picture of women and their functional rolesin
this realm where abstract rituals are enacted and encoded. She goes on to apply these concepts to the "messy
sprawl in everyday life", primarily as depicted in epic narrative (especially the Mahabharata) and regulated
in the legal literature. Particular attention is given to the role of women in the areas of hospitality, gift
exchange and marriage. Jamison's analysis not only illuminates ancient Indian attitudes toward women and
gender, but forces aradical reassessment of the institutions under review.
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Editorial Review
Review

"The scholarship is extremely fine. Jamison has investigated thoroughly all major literature on the
subject....Her writing is very clear and lively. She shows the ways in which these rituals address very human
problems and situations. Jamison's discussions represent a significant advance in the methods of ritual
analysis, and will enable the Vedic material to be brought into larger discussions of women in India."--Joel
P. Brereton, University of Missouri

About the Author
Stephanie W. Jamison, Research Associate and Visiting Lecturer, Linguistics Program, Harvard University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bernard Martin:

Here thing why this kind of Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women, Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient
India are different and dependable to be yours. First of al studying a book is good nonethelessit dependsin
the content of it which is the content is astasty as food or not. Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women,
Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient India giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no book that similar with Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women, Ritual,
and Hospitality in Ancient India It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can actually
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women,
Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient Indiain e-book can be your substitute.

Jennifer McMorris:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife:
Women, Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient Indiais kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.



Kenneth Flowers:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personaly is Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women, Ritual, and Hospitality in
Ancient Indiathis reserve consist alot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book suitable al of you.

Denise Adams;

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women, Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient India when you
necessary it?
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