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Napoleon Bonaparte conquered France and Europe in the name of liberte, egalite,
et fraternite, but he suppressed freedom to achieve his aims. This was the birth of
modern empire, and France's greatest artists were enlisted for the cause. Staging
Empire focuses on two landmark paintings that celebrated Napoleon's
coronation: Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres's Napoleon I on His Imperial
Throne (1806) and Jacques-Louis David's Le Sacre (1805-7). In an
unprecedented collaboration, two scholars investigate these masterpieces in their
broad cultural context. This book is a sumptuously illustrated, extensively
documented, analytical tour de force. Coronation pictures may seem to be all
about the past, but they were produced to guarantee a future of empire whose
military, media, and geopolitical practices are still with us today. Staging Empire
surveys the period's essential problem of representing authority in the aftermath
of the French Revolution. Ingres's portrait of the new emperor is steeped in
archaic symbolism, bolstered by the cult of recently minted relics. The picture's
strangeness, the press's withering critiques, and the government's anxious
sponsorship are explored. The discussion lays bare the precariousness of modern
art and politics and the dangers of cultural independence in the public sphere.
Traditionally accepted as a document of the coronation of Napoleon and
Josephine, Le Sacre is instead shown to be the most important barometer of the
Empire's propagandistic strategies. The authors present it in light of Josephine's
central role and of its critical reception in newspapers and the hitherto untapped
archives of Napoleon's secret police. Le Sacre heralded an age of phony
governmental transparency. Modern cultural practices, including consumerism,
repressive theories of race and gender, and art history itself, were marshalled by
the emperor's official painter.
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Editorial Review

Review
Some of the best art history I've read in a long time. --Hollis Clayson, Northwestern University

Both authors are wonderful writers, offering clear, forceful prose that will be as accessible to undergraduates
as it is informative and inspiring to specialists in the field. Staging Empire is, in short, a marvelously
illuminating and captivating study, one that represents the discipline of art history and cultural criticism in
general at their highest levels of sophistication. --Andrew Carrington Shelton, Nineteenth-Century French
Studies

As a whole, this is a comprehensive and thought-provoking new approach to two well-known images of
Napoleon that calls attention to the challenges that the modern ruler's representation poses. --Mechthild
Fend, Art Bulletin
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general at their highest levels of sophistication. --Andrew Carrington Shelton, Nineteenth-Century French
Studies

As a whole, this is a comprehensive and thought-provoking new approach to two well-known images of
Napoleon that calls attention to the challenges that the modern ruler's representation poses. --Mechthild
Fend, Art Bulletin
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen Land:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Staging Empire: Napoleon, Ingres, And
David. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.



Ellen Jorge:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Staging Empire:
Napoleon, Ingres, And David, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Keith Devine:

The guide with title Staging Empire: Napoleon, Ingres, And David has a lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to
learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

James Baker:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is definitely Staging Empire: Napoleon, Ingres, And David.
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