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From the outset, South Africa's history has been marked by division and conflict
along racial and ethnic lines. From 1948 until 1994, this division was formalized
in the National Party's policy of apartheid. Because apartheid intruded on every
aspect of private and public life, South African literature was preoccupied with
the politics of race and social engineering.

Since the release from prison of Nelson Mandela in 1990, South Africa has been
a new nation-in-the-making, inspired by a nonracial idealism yet beset by poverty
and violence. South African writers have responded in various ways to Njabulo
Ndebele's call to "rediscover the ordinary." The result has been a kaleidoscope of
texts in which evolving cultural forms and modes of identity are rearticulated and
explored.

An invaluable guide for general readers as well as scholars of African literary
history, this comprehensive text celebrates the multiple traditions and exciting
future of the South African voice. Although the South African Constitution of
1994 recognizes no fewer than eleven official languages, English has remained
the country's literary lingua franca. This book offers a narrative overview of
South African literary production in English from 1945 to the postapartheid
present. An introduction identifies the most interesting and noteworthy writing
from the period. Alphabetical entries provide accurate and objective information
on genres and writers. An appendix lists essential authors published before 1945.
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From the outset, South Africa's history has been marked by division and conflict along racial and ethnic
lines. From 1948 until 1994, this division was formalized in the National Party's policy of apartheid. Because
apartheid intruded on every aspect of private and public life, South African literature was preoccupied with
the politics of race and social engineering.

Since the release from prison of Nelson Mandela in 1990, South Africa has been a new nation-in-the-
making, inspired by a nonracial idealism yet beset by poverty and violence. South African writers have
responded in various ways to Njabulo Ndebele's call to "rediscover the ordinary." The result has been a
kaleidoscope of texts in which evolving cultural forms and modes of identity are rearticulated and explored.

An invaluable guide for general readers as well as scholars of African literary history, this comprehensive
text celebrates the multiple traditions and exciting future of the South African voice. Although the South
African Constitution of 1994 recognizes no fewer than eleven official languages, English has remained the
country's literary lingua franca. This book offers a narrative overview of South African literary production in
English from 1945 to the postapartheid present. An introduction identifies the most interesting and
noteworthy writing from the period. Alphabetical entries provide accurate and objective information on
genres and writers. An appendix lists essential authors published before 1945.
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Editorial Review

Review

The latest addition to Columbia's impressive series of guides to African literatures since 1945.

(Choice)

About the Author

Gareth Cornwell is professor of English at Rhodes University and has published on American, West African,
and South African literatures.

Dirk Klopper is professor of English at Rhodes University. He is currently working on issues of land,
kinship, and history in South African writing.

Craig MacKenzie is professor of English at the University of Johannesburg and the author and editor of
several books on South African literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eula Hunter:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Columbia Guide to South African Literature in English Since 1945 (The
Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945).

Herbert Turley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Columbia Guide to South African Literature in English Since 1945 (The Columbia Guides to Literature
Since 1945), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.



William Copeland:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Columbia Guide to South African Literature in English Since 1945 (The Columbia Guides to Literature
Since 1945).

Ronny Baird:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the The Columbia Guide to South African Literature in English Since 1945 (The Columbia Guides to
Literature Since 1945) when you desired it?
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