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Joan Bybee and her colleagues present a new theory of the evolution of grammar
that links structure and meaning in a way that directly challenges most
contemporary versions of generative grammar. This study focuses on the use and
meaning of grammatical markers of tense, aspect, and modality and identifies a
universal set of grammatical categories. The authors demonstrate that the
semantic content of these categories evolves gradually and that this process of
evolution is strikingly similar across unrelated languages.

Through a survey of seventy-six languages in twenty-five different phyla, the
authors show that the same paths of change occur universally and that movement
along these paths is in one direction only. This analysis reveals that lexical
substance evolves into grammatical substance through various mechanisms of
change, such as metaphorical extension and the conventionalization of
implicature. Grammaticization is always accompanied by an increase in
frequency of the grammatical marker, providing clear evidence that language use
is a major factor in the evolution of synchronic language states.

The Evolution of Grammar has important implications for the development of
language and for the study of cognitive processes in general.
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Joan Bybee and her colleagues present a new theory of the evolution of grammar that links structure and
meaning in a way that directly challenges most contemporary versions of generative grammar. This study
focuses on the use and meaning of grammatical markers of tense, aspect, and modality and identifies a
universal set of grammatical categories. The authors demonstrate that the semantic content of these
categories evolves gradually and that this process of evolution is strikingly similar across unrelated
languages.

Through a survey of seventy-six languages in twenty-five different phyla, the authors show that the same
paths of change occur universally and that movement along these paths is in one direction only. This analysis
reveals that lexical substance evolves into grammatical substance through various mechanisms of change,
such as metaphorical extension and the conventionalization of implicature. Grammaticization is always
accompanied by an increase in frequency of the grammatical marker, providing clear evidence that language
use is a major factor in the evolution of synchronic language states.

The Evolution of Grammar has important implications for the development of language and for the study of
cognitive processes in general.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fredrick Alfred:

This book untitled The Evolution of Grammar: Tense, Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the World
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Frank Cockerham:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of
them is this The Evolution of Grammar: Tense, Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the World.

Elliott Preciado:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read will be The Evolution of Grammar: Tense, Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the World.

Karen Garcia:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as



well as soon. The The Evolution of Grammar: Tense, Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the World
will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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