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New York City thrums with energy, wonder, and possibility in this magical
novel about the life of Nikola Tesla.

 

It is 1943, and the renowned inventor Nikola Tesla occupies a forbidden room on
the 33rd floor of the Hotel New Yorker, stealing electricity. Louisa, a young
maid at the hotel determined to befriend him, wins his attention through a shared
love of pigeons; with her we hear his tragic and tremendous life story unfold.
Meanwhile, Louisa discovers that her father—and her handsome, enigmatic love
interest, Arthur Vaughan—are on an unlikely mission to travel back in time and
find his beloved late wife. A masterful hybrid of history, biography, and science
fiction, The Invention of Everything Else is an absorbing story about love and
death and a wonderfully imagined homage to one of history's most visionary
scientists.
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New York City thrums with energy, wonder, and possibility in this magical novel about the life of
Nikola Tesla.

 

It is 1943, and the renowned inventor Nikola Tesla occupies a forbidden room on the 33rd floor of the Hotel
New Yorker, stealing electricity. Louisa, a young maid at the hotel determined to befriend him, wins his
attention through a shared love of pigeons; with her we hear his tragic and tremendous life story unfold.
Meanwhile, Louisa discovers that her father—and her handsome, enigmatic love interest, Arthur
Vaughan—are on an unlikely mission to travel back in time and find his beloved late wife. A masterful
hybrid of history, biography, and science fiction, The Invention of Everything Else is an absorbing story
about love and death and a wonderfully imagined homage to one of history's most visionary scientists.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In Hunt's (The Seas) overstuffed and uneven novel set in New York, circa 1943, an aging Nikola Tesla lives
at the Hotel New Yorker and cares for (and chats with) pigeons while planning what could be his boldest
invention yet. He forges an unlikely friendship with Louisa Dewell, a 24-year-old chambermaid at the hotel
who also keeps a pigeon coop. The book alternates between Niko's reminisces of turn-of-the century
Manhattan and Louisa's current domestic dramas; Niko revisits old grievances concerning the usurpation or
dismissal of his many inventions, and Louisa gets ensnared in her zany father's mission to travel back in time
and reconnect with his dead wife via a time machine built by his lifelong friend Azor Carter. Assisting in the
scheme is Louisa's mysterious beau, Arthur Vaughn, who may or may not be from the future. Although
many events are drawn from Tesla's life, he and his peers, including Thomas Edison and John Muir, are
cartoonish. Likewise, the city backdrop is drenched in rosy nostalgia (even Hell's Kitchen is a quaint
neighborhood). Each individual plot thread has potential, but the cumulative effect is dulled by an unwieldy
structure. (Feb.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
In this surreal historical novel, the aged and forgotten scientist Nikola Tesla is eking out his last days at the
Hotel New Yorker in 1943, communing with pigeons and the ghost of Mark Twain. His ruminations on his
career (he was exploited by Edison, cheated by Marconi) and on an unrealized love intersect with the
inchoate aspirations of a chambermaid whose father wants to use a time machine to be reunited with his dead
wife. Hunt is adept at entering the mind of a rudderless young woman, but she is less convincing with the
brilliant and possibly crazed eighty-six-year-old Tesla. Still, her vision of punch-drunk, teetering-on-
modernity Manhattan dazzles in the details: a vast hotel with its own hospital and ice-skating rink; a Poverty
Ball attended by millionaires in rags.
Copyright © 2008  Click here to subscribe to The New Yorker

From Bookmarks Magazine
Hunt’s sophomore novel entranced most critics. Hunt (The Seas, 2006), who received the National Book
Foundation’s first “5 under 35” Award for gifted young writers, weaves together the unbelievable facts of
Tesla’s life with some unbelievable fictions of her own creation. The result is a gripping, outlandish, and, at
times, tragic story. A few critics found the plot clumsy and the language overly precious, but the majority
praised Hunt for her articulate, even poetic, portrayal of a fascinating genius and the times in which he lived.
Tesla, who invented radio, florescent lighting, X-rays, radar, and much more, is a man to whom the modern
world owes a great debt that was not repaid during his lifetime. The Invention of Everything Else does this
great man justice.
Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Invention of Everything Else that

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411
http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451


give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The
Invention of Everything Else become your own personal starter.

Helen Sullivan:

The book untitled The Invention of Everything Else contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
her idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new
time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Brian Smith:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This The Invention of Everything Else can give you a lot of friends
because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Invention of Everything Else.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Invention of Everything Else as well as
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Invention of Everything Else to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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