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On January 14, 1930, Horst Wessel, a young and ambitious member of the SA,
was shot at close range and killed outside his home in Berlin. Joseph Goebbels,
whose attention had already been drawn to Wessel as a possible future Nazi
leader, was the first to recognize the propaganda potential of the case. *A young
martyr for the Third Reich,* he wrote in his diary on February 23,
1930, immediately after receiving the news of his death. This was the beginning
of the myth-making of what were essentially a very ordinary individual and a
very ordinary crime. Horst Wessel became the hero of the Nazi movement and
the song Die Fahne Hoch for which Wessel had written the lyrics (and which
subsequently became popularly known as the *Horst Wessel Song*) became the
official Nazi party anthem. Daniel Siemens here provides a fascinating and
gripping account of the background to Horst Wessel’s murder and uncovers how
and why the Nazis made him a political hero. At the same time, it is a portrait of
the Nazi propaganda machine at its most effective and most chilling.
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Editorial Review

Review
Daniel Siemens - delivers trustworthy historical revelations concerning the Wessel material while reading -
as excitingly as a crime story with an ominously long track of blood. Die Zeit This book could be used as a
standard reference on the essential details of the Nazi technique of domination - and its consequences. Der
Tagesspiegel Siemens has unrolled a spectacular criminal case. A gripping and fact-rich historical study.
WDR (Western German Broadcasting) It has been years since I have read a book dealing with the early Nazi
years with as much interest, excitement and admiration. Robert M. Citino, Central European History A
brilliantly researched and highly readable account of the life and death of Horst Wessel, the today largely
forgotten creator of the official anthem of National Socialism. Thomas Weber, author of Hitler's First War In
this masterful book, Daniel Siemens tells the gripping story of how a small-time SA firebrand became a
celebrated Nazi martyr. Beautifully written and assiduously researched, Siemens provides a penetrating
account of political radicalism and violence in the Weimar Republic, and of terror, propaganda and popular
mobilization in the Third Reich. An outstanding work of history. Nik Wachsmann, Birkbeck, University of
London Excellent...thoroughly readable text, which tells its complex story with considerable elan...Siemens
has delivered an outstanding work of history, which illuminates and educates, yet wears its considerable
erudition lightly...Siemens has raised the flag for serious, well-written, accessible history... Roger
Moorhouse, BBC History Magazine, June 2013

About the Author

Daniel Siemens is a historian of Nazi Germany and DAAD Francis Carsten Lecturer in Modern German
History at the School of Slavonic and Eastern European Studies (SSEES), University College London. He
contributes to various daily newspapers in Germany, including the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and the
Süddeutsche Zeitung.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Livingston:

This The Making of a Nazi Hero: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel usually are reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Making of a Nazi Hero: The Murder and
Myth of Horst Wessel can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this The Making of a Nazi Hero: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lillie Corley:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that



usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Making of a Nazi Hero: The Murder
and Myth of Horst Wessel, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Rebecca Muldoon:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Making of a Nazi Hero: The
Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So
, for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Making of a Nazi Hero: The
Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel become your own starter.

Gertrude Hoskins:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Making of a Nazi Hero: The Murder and
Myth of Horst Wessel or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes The Making of a Nazi Hero: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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