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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A CIA operation, the Phoenix Program aimed at destroying the Vietcong infrastructure. Former Phoenix and
CIA director William Colby contended in his book Lost Victory that the program's reputation for brutality is
undeserved. Valentine ( The Hotel Tacloban ) counters that claim in this shocking expose of the origins,
rationale, methods and results of a program that was responsible for the execution of some 40,000
Vietnamese and the death, torture and imprisonment of countless civilians. The author describes how entire
families and whole villages were wiped out in the cause of "Vietnamization." He explores the question of
how Americans, from a nation ruled by laws and the ethic of fair play, could have created a campaign of
such systematic savagery. No book published to date conveys the hideousness of the Vietnam War as
thoroughly as this one. Photos.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Designed to destroy the Vietcong infrastructure and ostensibly run by the South Vietnamese government, the
Phoenix Program--in fact directed by the United States--developed a variety of counterinsurgency activities
including, at its worst, torture and assassination. For Valentine ( The Hotel Tacloban , LJ 9/15/84), the
program epitomizes all that was wrong with the Vietnam War; its evils are still present wherever there are
"ideologues obsessed with security, who seek to impose their way of thinking on everyone else." Exhaustive
detail and extensive use of interviews with and writings by Phoenix participants make up the book's principal
strengths; the author's own analysis is weaker. This is a good complement to Dale Andrade's less emotional
Ashes to Ashes (Lexington, 1990) and such participant accounts as Orrin M. DeForest and David Chanoff's
Slow Burn (S. & S., 1990).
- Kenneth W. Berger, Duke Univ. Lib., Durham, N.C.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A bright light into the darkest corner of the Vietnam War, and one of the darkest in American history." --
Nicholas Proffitt, author of Gardens of Stone, from the back cover of The Phoenix Program, William
Morrow edition, October 1990.

"A controversial yet thorough work, deserving of a place in larger Vietnam collections." -- Roland Green,
November 1, 1990, Booklist.

"The Phoenix Program is must reading for all." -- Ralph McGehee, author of Deadly Deceits, from the back
cover of The Phoenix Program, William Morrow edition, October 1990.

"This is very volatile material...in some ways it's remarkable the book ever saw print." -- Laurence Chollet,
The Bergen Record, November 6, 1990.

"Valentine catalogues the horrors without ever losing sight of the need to explain how such a tragedy could
happen." -- Tim Wells, The Veteran, July 1991.

"Within these pages is stuff of great importance: examples of human folly, courage, stupidity, and greed." --
Morley Safer, The New York Times Book Review, September 1990.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Wells:

The book The Phoenix Program can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The Phoenix Program? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Phoenix Program has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

April Hall:

The publication with title The Phoenix Program includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Philip Cooper:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Phoenix Program will give you new experience in studying a book.

Antonio Nelson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Phoenix Program or maybe others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Phoenix
Program to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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