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When Saskia Ehlvest, ayoung Dutch girl, disappears from arest stop along a
highway in rural France, her lover, Rex Hofmann, cannot accept her
disappearance and embarks on an obsessive search for her that spans years.
Movie tie-in. 20,000 first printing.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Published in the Netherlands in 1984, this devastating exercise in psychological horror was the basis for an
acclaimed Dutch film and a recent American remake that may have prompted the novel's long-overdue
publication in English. Veteran Dutch author Krabbe works with an economy that only reinforces the terror
inspired by his scarifying tale. En route from Holland to avacation in the South of France, freelance writer
Rex Hofman and his girlfriend Saskia Ehlvest bicker, make up and stop at a gas station, where Saskia goes to
get soft drinks and never returns. Eight years later, Rex is engaged to be married, though he still fedls
helpless and desolated and remains obsessed with the disappearance. Almost halfway through the book,
Krabbe introduces Frenchman Raymond Lemorne, a married high school teacher whose attempts to abduct a
young woman are shown but not explained. Responding to ads placed by Rex in French newspapers,
Lemorne first writes and then visits the bereaved man, using Rex's by-now-crazed curiosity to lure him to
France. The decidedly unhappy ending makes use of a shocking twist. The portrait of Lemorne, who shoots
two teenage campers to death then calmly resumes his role as an indulgent paterfamilias, is a chilling study
of the banality of evil. This deceptively simple novel packs awallop that will send readers reeling. Author
tour.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In this finely wrought short novel, Dutch author Krabbe captures the texture of nightmares. A couple
motoring in southern France stop at a roadside station; the woman heads off to the ladies' room. The man
never sees her again. Y ears later, a stranger approaches him. The stranger admits to kidnapping her; he
promises to show what happened to her if the young man puts himself in the stranger's hand. The evolution
of the kidnapper from normality to madness is skillfully depicted; family and neighbors detect no hint of the
monster he has become. Thisisacunningly efficient tale of obsession, told in aflat, disinterested tone that
makes the horror it narrates al the more chilling. A good Dutch film was made from this story; an American
remake with Jeff Bridges and Kiefer Sutherland has just appeared. Recommended for general collections.
Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 12/92.

- David Keymer, California State Univ., Sanislaus

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Dutch

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michelle Bachman:

The book The Vanishing can give more knowledge and a so the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Vanishing? Several of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The Vanishing has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it



has great and large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So
itisvery wonderful.

Tracy Zapata:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all of thistime you only find book that need more time to
be study. The Vanishing can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short
time problems.

Stacia Cobb:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, waysto reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Vanishing can make you really feel more interested to read.

Shannon Palmer:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book
The Vanishing we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt
to change your life with that book The Vanishing. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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