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This innovative collection of articles offers a major comprehensive overview of
new developments in cultural theory as applied to Western music. Addressing a
broad range of primarily twentieth-century music, the authors examine two
related phenomena: musical borrowings or appropriations, and how music has
been used to construct, evoke, or represent difference of a musical or a
sociocultural kind.

The essays scrutinize a diverse body of music and discuss a range of significant
examples, among them musical modernism's idealizing or ambivalent relations
with popular, ethnic, and non-Western music; exoticism and orientalism in the
experimental music tradition; the representation of others in Hollywood film
music; music's role in the formation and contestation of collective identities, with
reference to Jewish and Turkish popular music; and issues of representation and
difference in jazz, world music, hip hop, and electronic dance music.

Written by leading scholars from disciplines including historical musicology,
sociology, ethnomusicology, anthropology, popular music studies, and film
studies, the essays provide unprecedented insights into how cultural identities
and differences are constructed in music.
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This innovative collection of articles offers a major comprehensive overview of new developments in
cultural theory as applied to Western music. Addressing a broad range of primarily twentieth-century music,
the authors examine two related phenomena: musical borrowings or appropriations, and how music has been
used to construct, evoke, or represent difference of a musical or a sociocultural kind.

The essays scrutinize a diverse body of music and discuss a range of significant examples, among them
musical modernism's idealizing or ambivalent relations with popular, ethnic, and non-Western music;
exoticism and orientalism in the experimental music tradition; the representation of others in Hollywood film
music; music's role in the formation and contestation of collective identities, with reference to Jewish and
Turkish popular music; and issues of representation and difference in jazz, world music, hip hop, and
electronic dance music.

Written by leading scholars from disciplines including historical musicology, sociology, ethnomusicology,
anthropology, popular music studies, and film studies, the essays provide unprecedented insights into how
cultural identities and differences are constructed in music.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"[Western Music and Its Others] will be taken as an important book signalling a new turn within the field. It
takes the best features of traditional, rigorous scholarship and brings these to bear upon contemporary, more
speculative questions. The level of theoretical sophistication is high. The studies within it are polemical and
timely and of lasting scholarly value."—Will Straw, co-editor of Theory Rules: Art as Theory/ Theory and
Art

"The great value of this collection lies in the wealth of questions that it raises--questions that together
crystallize the recent concerns of musicology with force and clarity. But it also lies in the authors' resistance
to the easy 'postmodernist' answers that threaten to turn new musicology prematurely grey. The editors'
comprehensive, intellectually adventurous introduction exemplifies the sort of eager yet properly skeptical
receptivity to scholarly innovation that fosters lasting disciplinary reform. It alone is worth the price of the
book." —Richard Taruskin, author of Stravinsky and the Russian Traditions: A Biography of the Works
Through " Mavra"

"When cultural-studies methods first appeared in musicology 15 years ago, they triggered a storm of
polemics that sometimes overshadowed the important issues being raised. As the canon wars recede,
however, scholars are finding it possible to focus on the concerns that led them to cultural criticism in the
first place: the study of music and its political meanings. Western Music and Its Others brings together
leading musicologists, ethnomusicologists, and specialists in film and popular music to explore the ways
European and North American musicians have drawn on or identified themselves in tension with the musical
practices of Others. In a series of essays ranging from examination of the Orientalist tropes of early 20th-
century Modernists to the tangled claims for ownership in today's World Music, the authors in this collection
greatly advance both our knowledge of specific case studies and our intellectual awareness of the complexity
and urgency of these problems. A timely intervention that should help push music studies to the next level."
—Susan McClary, author of Conventional Wisdom: The Content of Musical Form (2000)

"This collection provides a sophisticated model for using theory to interrogate music and music to
interrogate theory. The essays both take up and challenge the dominance of notions of representation in
cultural theory as they explore the relevance of the concepts of hybridity and otherness for contemporary art
music. Sophisticated theory, erudite scholarship and a very real appreciation for the specificities of music
make this a powerful and important addition to our understanding of both culture and music." —Lawrence
Grossberg, author of Dancing in Spite of Myself

From the Back Cover
"["Western Music and Its Others] will be taken as an important book signalling a new turn within the field. It
takes the best features of traditional, rigorous scholarship and brings these to bear upon contemporary, more
speculative questions. The level of theoretical sophistication is high. The studies within it are polemical and
timely and of lasting scholarly value."--Will Straw, co-editor of "Theory Rules: Art as Theory/ Theory and
Art

"The great value of this collection lies in the wealth of questions that it raises--questions that together
crystallize the recent concerns of musicology with force and clarity. But it also lies in the authors' resistance



to the easy 'postmodernist' answers that threaten to turn new musicology prematurely grey. The editors'
comprehensive, intellectually adventurous introduction exemplifies the sort of eager yet properly skeptical
receptivity to scholarly innovation that fosters lasting disciplinary reform. It alone is worth the price of the
book." --Richard Taruskin, author of "Stravinsky and the Russian Traditions: A Biography of the Works
Through" Mavra"

"When cultural-studies methods first appeared in musicology 15 years ago, they triggered a storm of
polemics that sometimes overshadowed the important issues being raised. As the canon wars recede,
however, scholars are finding it possible to focus on the concerns that led them to cultural criticism in the
first place: the study of music and its political meanings. "Western Music and Its Others brings together
leading musicologists, ethnomusicologists, and specialists in film and popular music to explore the ways
European and North American musicians have drawn on or identified themselves intension with the musical
practices of Others. In a series of essays ranging from examination of the Orientalist tropes of early 20th-
century Modernists to the tangled claims for ownership in today's World Music, the authors in this collection
greatly advance both our knowledge of specific case studies and our intellectual awareness of the complexity
and urgency of these problems. A timely intervention that should help push music studies to the next level."
--Susan McClary, author of "Conventional Wisdom: The Content of Musical Form (2000)

"This collection provides a sophisticated model for using theory to interrogate music and music to
interrogate theory. The essays both take up and challenge the dominance of notions of representation in
cultural theory as they explore the relevance of the concepts of hybridity and otherness for contemporary art
music. Sophisticated theory, erudite scholarship and a very real appreciation for the specificities of music
make this a powerful and important addition to our understanding of both culture and music." --Lawrence
Grossberg, author of "Dancing in Spite of Myself

About the Author

Georgina Born lectures on the sociology of culture at the University of Cambridge and is a Fellow of
Emmanuel College in Cambridge. She is the author of Rationalizing Culture: IRCAM, Boulez, and the
Institutionalization of the Musical Avant-Garde (California, 1995). David Hesmondhalgh is Research
Fellow in Sociology at the Open University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tiffany Hassell:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't
know which you should start with. This Western Music and Its Others: Difference, Representation, and
Appropriation in Music is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Bobbi Gonzales:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.



You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is Western
Music and Its Others: Difference, Representation, and Appropriation in Music this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Sylvia Healey:

You can find this Western Music and Its Others: Difference, Representation, and Appropriation in Music by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Steven Resnick:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Western Music and Its Others: Difference, Representation, and Appropriation in
Music. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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