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This new entry in the Longman Library of World Biography series offers
the compelling story of Wu Zhao - one woman’s unlikely and remarkable
ascent to the apex of political power in the patriarchal society of traditional
China.
 
Wu Zhao, Woman Emperor of China is the account of the first and only female
emperor in China’s history. Set in vibrant, multi-ethnic Tang China, this
biography chronicles Wu Zhao’s humble beginnings as the daughter of a
provincial official, following her path to the inner palace, where she improbably
rose from a fifth-ranked concubine to becoming Empress. Using clever Buddhist
rhetoric, grandiose architecture, elegant court rituals, and an insidious network of
“cruel officials” to cow her many opponents in court, Wu Zhao inaugurated a
new dynasty in 690, the Zhou. She ruled as Emperor for fifteen years, proving
eminently competent in the arts of governance, deftly balancing factions in court,
staving off the encroachment of Turks and Tibetans, and fostering the state’s
economic growth.
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This new entry in the Longman Library of World Biography series offers the compelling story of Wu
Zhao - one woman’s unlikely and remarkable ascent to the apex of political power in the patriarchal
society of traditional China.
 
Wu Zhao, Woman Emperor of China is the account of the first and only female emperor in China’s history.
Set in vibrant, multi-ethnic Tang China, this biography chronicles Wu Zhao’s humble beginnings as the
daughter of a provincial official, following her path to the inner palace, where she improbably rose from a
fifth-ranked concubine to becoming Empress. Using clever Buddhist rhetoric, grandiose architecture, elegant
court rituals, and an insidious network of “cruel officials” to cow her many opponents in court, Wu Zhao
inaugurated a new dynasty in 690, the Zhou. She ruled as Emperor for fifteen years, proving eminently
competent in the arts of governance, deftly balancing factions in court, staving off the encroachment of
Turks and Tibetans, and fostering the state’s economic growth.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This new entry in the Longman Library of World Biography series offers the compelling story of Wu Zhao -
one woman's unlikely and remarkable ascent to the apex of political power in the patriarchal society of
traditional China. "Wu Zhao, Woman Emperor of China" is the account of the first and only female emperor
in China's history. Set in vibrant, multi-ethnic Tang China, this biography chronicles Wu Zhao's humble
beginnings as the daughter of a provincial official, following her path to the inner palace, where she
improbably rose from a fifth-ranked concubine to becoming Empress. Using clever Buddhist rhetoric,
grandiose architecture, elegant court rituals, and an insidious network of "cruel officials" to cow her many
opponents in court, Wu Zhao inaugurated a new dynasty in 690, the Zhou. She ruled as Emperor for fifteen
years, proving eminently competent in the arts of governance, deftly balancing factions in court, staving off
the encroachment of Turks and Tibetans, and fostering the state's economic growth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Armando Rodgers:

The reason? Because this Wu Zhao: China's Only Female Emperor is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Stephen Hilton:

This Wu Zhao: China's Only Female Emperor is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Wu
Zhao: China's Only Female Emperor in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Eddie Bussell:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wu Zhao: China's Only Female Emperor can be the



answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Theresa Kuykendall:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the book Wu Zhao: China's Only Female Emperor to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and
studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the
publication Wu Zhao: China's Only Female Emperor can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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