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Internationally acclaimed for his portraits of powerful and accomplished people
and women of great beauty, Richard Avedon was one of the twentieth century's
greatest photographers—but perhaps not the most obvious choice to create a
portrait of ordinary people of the American West. Yet in 1979, the Amon Carter
Museum of Fort Worth, Texas, daringly commissioned him to do just that.

The resulting 1985 exhibition and book, In the American West, was a milestone
in American photography and Avedon's most important body of work. His
unflinching portraits of oilfield and slaughterhouse workers, miners, waitresses,
drifters, mental patients, teenagers, and others captured the unknown and often-
ignored people who work at hard, uncelebrated jobs. Making no apologies for
shattering stereotypes of the West and Westerners, Avedon said, "I'm looking for
anew definition of a photographic portrait. I'm looking for people who are
surprising—heartbreaking—or beautiful in aterrifying way. Beauty that might
scare you to death until you acknowledge it as part of yourself."

Photographer Laura Wilson worked with Avedon during the six years he was
making In the American West. In Avedon at Work, she presents a unique
photographic record of his creation of this masterwork—the first time a major
photographer has been documented in great depth over an extended period of
time. She combines images she made during the photographic sessions with
entries from her journal to show Avedon's working methods, his choice of
subjects, his creative process, and even his experiments and failures. Also
included are a number of Avedon's finished portraits, as well as hisown
comments and letters from some of the subjects.

Avedon at Work adds a hew dimension to our understanding of one of the
twentieth century's most significant series of portraits. For everyone interested in
the creative process it confirms that, in Laura Wilson's words, "much as al these
photographs may appear to be moments that just occurred, they arefinally, in
varying degrees, works of the imagination."”
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Internationally acclaimed for his portraits of powerful and accomplished people and women of great beauty,
Richard Avedon was one of the twentieth century's greatest photographers—but perhaps not the most
obvious choice to create a portrait of ordinary people of the American West. Yet in 1979, the Amon Carter
Museum of Fort Worth, Texas, daringly commissioned him to do just that.

The resulting 1985 exhibition and book, In the American West, was a milestone in American photography
and Avedon's most important body of work. His unflinching portraits of oilfield and daughterhouse workers,
miners, waitresses, drifters, mental patients, teenagers, and others captured the unknown and often-ignored
people who work at hard, uncelebrated jobs. Making no apologies for shattering stereotypes of the West and
Westerners, Avedon said, "I'm looking for a new definition of a photographic portrait. I'm looking for people
who are surprising—heartbreaking—or beautiful in aterrifying way. Beauty that might scare you to death
until you acknowledge it as part of yourself."

Photographer Laura Wilson worked with Avedon during the six years he was making In the American West.
In Avedon at Work, she presents a unique photographic record of his creation of this masterwork—the first
time amajor photographer has been documented in great depth over an extended period of time. She
combines images she made during the photographic sessions with entries from her journal to show Avedon's
working methods, his choice of subjects, his creative process, and even his experiments and failures. Also
included are a number of Avedon's finished portraits, aswell as his own comments and letters from some of
the subjects.

Avedon at Work adds a new dimension to our understanding of one of the twentieth century's most
significant series of portraits. For everyone interested in the creative process it confirmsthat, in Laura
Wilson's words, "much as all these photographs may appear to be moments that just occurred, they are
finaly, in varying degrees, works of the imagination."
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Editorial Review

Review
Reviewed in the 23 April 2004 Times Literary Supplement (nothing quotable).

About the Author

Laura Wilson is a photographer whose previous books are Hutterites of Montana and Watt Matthews of
Lambshead. Her work has also appeared in the New Y ork Times Magazine, the New Y orker, the
Washington Post Magazine, and London’s Sunday Times Magazine. Shelivesin Dallas.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lindsey Gant:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center Imprint Series). Try to make the book Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry
Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint Series) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, itisvery
fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Cornél Warren:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyoneis you don't know which one you should start with. This Avedon at Work: In the
American West (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint Series) is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

KatheWaller:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity hereislook different
you can read the book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the entire day to reading a guide. The book Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint Series) it is quite good to read. There are alot of individuals who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough



space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore very easily to read this book from
asmart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Daryl Sanders:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry
Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know.

Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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