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Beyond Combat investigates how the Vietnam War both reinforced and
challenged the gender roles that were key components of American Cold War
ideology. While popular memory of the Vietnam War centers on the "combat
moment," refocusing attention onto women and gender paints a more complex
and accurate picture of the war's far-reaching impact beyond the battlefields.
Encounters between Americans and Vietnamese were shaped by a cluster of
intertwined images used to make sense of and justify American intervention and
use of force in Vietnam. These images included the girl next door, a wholesome
reminder of why the United States was committed to defeating Communism; the
treacherous and mysterious "dragon lady," who served as a metaphor for
Vietnamese women and South Vietnam; the John Wayne figure, entrusted with
the duty of protecting civilization from savagery; and the gentle warrior, whose
humanitarian efforts were intended to win the favor of the South Vietnamese.
Heather Stur also examines the ways in which ideas about masculinity shaped the
American GI experience in Vietnam and, ultimately, how some American men
and women returned from Vietnam to challenge homefront gender norms.
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Beyond Combat investigates how the Vietnam War both reinforced and challenged the gender roles that
were key components of American Cold War ideology. While popular memory of the Vietnam War centers
on the "combat moment," refocusing attention onto women and gender paints a more complex and accurate
picture of the war's far-reaching impact beyond the battlefields. Encounters between Americans and
Vietnamese were shaped by a cluster of intertwined images used to make sense of and justify American
intervention and use of force in Vietnam. These images included the girl next door, a wholesome reminder of
why the United States was committed to defeating Communism; the treacherous and mysterious "dragon
lady," who served as a metaphor for Vietnamese women and South Vietnam; the John Wayne figure,
entrusted with the duty of protecting civilization from savagery; and the gentle warrior, whose humanitarian
efforts were intended to win the favor of the South Vietnamese. Heather Stur also examines the ways in
which ideas about masculinity shaped the American GI experience in Vietnam and, ultimately, how some
American men and women returned from Vietnam to challenge homefront gender norms.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Heather Stur provides us with a rangy and insightful exploration of how the Vietnam War reconstituted the
political culture of gender in ways that were transformational and retrograde, life-affirming and violent,
liberating and dehumanizing." - Christian G. Appy, author of Patriots: The Vietnam War Remembered from
All Sides

"In an insightful examination of everything from the miniskirt to army rifle manuals, Beyond Combat reveals
the ways gender and sexuality framed Americans' perceptions and experiences of the Vietnam War. This
important work challenges what we think not only of the Vietnam War, but also of war-making and foreign
policy more broadly." - Kara Dixon Vuic, author of Officer, Nurse, Woman: The Army Nurse Corps in the
Vietnam War

"The Vietnam War era remains a fascinating moment in our history. Historians and veterans continue to
explore gaps in experiences and policies. The book contains an excellent reference list and a comprehensive
list of important archives. I hope that the interviews Stur conducted will be available to future writers and
interested listeners." -Elizabeth Norman, H-War

"An excellent contribution to understanding the Vietnam War. Highly recommended." -Choice

"...contains an excellent reference list and a comprehensive list of important archives. I hope that the
interviews Stur conducted will be available to future writers and interested listeners." -Margaret Sankey, H-
War

About the Author
Heather Marie Stur is an Assistant Professor of History at the University of Southern Mississippi, a fellow in
USM's Center for the Study of War and Society, and director of USM's Vietnam Studies program. She
received her PhD from the University of Wisconsin in 2008. Dr Stur is the author of several articles,
including: 'In Service and in Protest: Black Women and the Impact of the Vietnam War on American
Society' in Soul Soldiers: African Americans and the Vietnam Era; 'Perfume and Lipstick in the Boonies:
Red Cross SRAO and the Vietnam War' in The Sixties: A Journal of History, Politics, and Culture;
'Borderless Troubadour: Bob Dylan and the Music of the Cold War World' in Highway 61 Revisited: Bob
Dylan from Minnesota to the World; 'The Women's Army Corps Goes to Vietnam' in America and the
Vietnam War: Re-examining the Culture and History of a Generation; and 'Finding Meaning in Manhood
After the War: Gender and the Warrior Myth in Springsteen's Vietnam War Songs' in Dancing in the Dark:
Bruce Springsteen, Cultural Studies, and the Runaway American Dream. Dr Stur's research interests include
gender and conflict, the US in a global context, the Vietnam War, the Cold War, the impacts of militarization
on societies, and oral history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Amanda Dell:

This Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the
Vietnam War Era can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Leah Pelton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Beyond
Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Tania Arney:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era provide you with a new experience
in looking at a book.

Rose Davies:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era this
guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.
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