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Apollo was the ancient god of light and the divine patron of the arts. He is
therefore a fitting metaphor for cinematography, which is the modern art of
writing with moving light. This book interprets films as visual texts and provides
the first systematic theoretical and practical demonstration of the affinities
between Greco-Roman literature and the cinema. It examines major themes from
classical myth and history such as film portrayals of gods, exemplified by Apollo
and the Muses; Oedipus, antiquity's most influential mythic-tragic hero; the
question of heroism and patriotism in war; and the representation of women like
Helen of Troy and Cleopatra as products of male desire and fantasy. Covering a
wide range of European and American directors, genres and classical authors,
this study provides an innovative perspective on the two disciplines of classics
and cinema and demonstrates our most influential medium's unlimited range
when it adapts ancient texts.
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Apollo was the ancient god of light and the divine patron of the arts. He is therefore a fitting metaphor for
cinematography, which is the modern art of writing with moving light. This book interprets films as visual
texts and provides the first systematic theoretical and practical demonstration of the affinities between
Greco-Roman literature and the cinema. It examines major themes from classical myth and history such as
film portrayals of gods, exemplified by Apollo and the Muses; Oedipus, antiquity's most influential mythic-
tragic hero; the question of heroism and patriotism in war; and the representation of women like Helen of
Troy and Cleopatra as products of male desire and fantasy. Covering a wide range of European and
American directors, genres and classical authors, this study provides an innovative perspective on the two
disciplines of classics and cinema and demonstrates our most influential medium's unlimited range when it
adapts ancient texts.
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Editorial Review

Review
"One of the best known authorities on antiquity in film...reviews various ways in which classical culture has
directly or indirectly shaped the medium of film....this book is driven by a principled enthusiasm....It is an
important resource...because it makes a compelling case for mutual benefit between film studies and classical
studies." -Classical Review

About the Author
Martin M. Winkler is Professor of Classics at George Mason University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kirby Paradiso:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Cinema and Classical
Texts: Apollo's New Light book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Jean Fair:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Cinema and Classical Texts: Apollo's New Light book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
Cinema and Classical Texts: Apollo's New Light content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Cinema and Classical Texts: Apollo's New Light is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Jacqueline Thompson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to



consider look for book, may be the book untitled Cinema and Classical Texts: Apollo's New Light can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Earl Wright:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Cinema and Classical Texts: Apollo's New Light offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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