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Cyber Zen ethnographically explores Buddhist practices in the online virtual
world of Second Life. Does typing at a keyboard and moving avatars around the
screen, however, count as real Buddhism? If authentic practices must mimic the
actual world, then Second Life Buddhism does not. In fact, a critical
investigation reveals that online Buddhist practices have at best only a family
resemblance to canonical Asian traditions and owe much of their methods to the
late twentieth-century field of cybernetics. If, however, they are judged
existentially, by how they enable users to respond to the suffering generated by
living in a highly mediated consumer society, then Second Life Buddhism
consists of authentic spiritual practices.

Cyber Zen explores how Second Life Buddhist enthusiasts form communities,
identities, locations, and practices that are both products of and authentic
responses to contemporary Network Consumer Society. Gregory Price Grieve
illustrates that to some extent all religion has always been virtual and gives a
glimpse of possible future alternative forms of religion.
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Cyber Zen ethnographically explores Buddhist practices in the online virtual world of Second Life. Does
typing at a keyboard and moving avatars around the screen, however, count as real Buddhism? If authentic
practices must mimic the actual world, then Second Life Buddhism does not. In fact, a critical investigation
reveals that online Buddhist practices have at best only a family resemblance to canonical Asian traditions
and owe much of their methods to the late twentieth-century field of cybernetics. If, however, they are
judged existentially, by how they enable users to respond to the suffering generated by living in a highly
mediated consumer society, then Second Life Buddhism consists of authentic spiritual practices.

Cyber Zen explores how Second Life Buddhist enthusiasts form communities, identities, locations, and
practices that are both products of and authentic responses to contemporary Network Consumer Society.
Gregory Price Grieve illustrates that to some extent all religion has always been virtual and gives a glimpse
of possible future alternative forms of religion.
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Editorial Review

Review

Cyber Zen is the first book-length ethnography of Buddhism practice in a virtual world. Grieve’s book offers
an innovative theoretical approach and a fascinating exploration of the intersection of digital media,
Buddhism, and popular culture. This is a valuable study of importance to anyone interested in digital
religion, religion and media, Buddhism, and contemporary religion. Erica Baffelli,University of Manchester,
UK

About the Author

Gregory Price Grieve is Professor and Head of the Department of Religious Studies at the University of
North Carolina at Greensboro. He researches and teaches at the intersection of digital media, Buddhism, and
the theories and methods for the study of religion.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Coker:

Here thing why this kind of Cyber Zen: Imagining Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and Practices in
the Virtual World of Second Life (Media, Religion and Culture) are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Cyber Zen: Imagining Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and Practices in the
Virtual World of Second Life (Media, Religion and Culture) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Cyber Zen: Imagining
Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and Practices in the Virtual World of Second Life (Media,
Religion and Culture). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Cyber Zen: Imagining Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and
Practices in the Virtual World of Second Life (Media, Religion and Culture) in e-book can be your
alternative.

Anita Winn:

This Cyber Zen: Imagining Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and Practices in the Virtual World of
Second Life (Media, Religion and Culture) are reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The reason of this Cyber Zen: Imagining Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and Practices in the
Virtual World of Second Life (Media, Religion and Culture) can be among the great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that



perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Cyber
Zen: Imagining Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and Practices in the Virtual World of Second Life
(Media, Religion and Culture) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Alan Durham:

This book untitled Cyber Zen: Imagining Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and Practices in the
Virtual World of Second Life (Media, Religion and Culture) to be one of several books in which best seller
in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Shawn Hoffman:

This Cyber Zen: Imagining Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and Practices in the Virtual World of
Second Life (Media, Religion and Culture) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Cyber Zen:
Imagining Authentic Buddhist Identity, Community, and Practices in the Virtual World of Second Life
(Media, Religion and Culture) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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