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The extraordinary memoir of a war rape survivor.

'How can you tell your daughters, you know? I mean, the shame, the shame was
still so great. I knew I had to tell them but I couldn't tell them face to face . . . so I
decided to write it down.'

Jan Ruff O'Herne's idyllic childhood in Dutch colonial Indonesia ended when the
Japanese invaded Java in 1942. She was interned in Ambarawa Prison Camp
along with her mother and two younger sisters. In February 1944, when Jan was
just twenty-one years old, she was taken from the camp and forced into sexual
slavery in a military brothel. Jan was repeatedly beaten and raped for a period of
three months, after which she was returned to prison camp with threats that her
family would be killed if she revealed the truth about the atrocities inflicted upon
her. For fifty years, Jan told no-one what had happened to her, but in 1992, after
seeing Korean war rape victims making appeals for justice on television, she
decided to speak out and support them. Before she could testify publicly, though,
she had to find a way to tell her family and friends about all she had suffered.

Jan's survival is a tribute to her inner strength and deep faith. For the past fifteen
years, she has worked tirelessly to protect the rights of women in war and armed
conflict.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jan O’Herne was born in 1923 at Bandoeng, in central Java. After the Japanese invasion of the NEI, she, her
mother, and her two sisters were interned, along with thousands of other Dutch women and children, in a
disused and condemned army barracks at Ambarawa.

No Bio

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carmen Fields:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Fifty Years of Silence, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Christy McCurry:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fifty Years of Silence can be the solution, oh how comes? It's
a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Kathleen Blackwood:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list is Fifty Years of Silence. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.



Richard Dean:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Fifty Years of Silence we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be
creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Fifty Years of Silence. You can more pleasing than
now.
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