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This introduction to the study of politics explores the multiple meanings of
"governance" as well as the several senses of what it means to be a "subject." It
takes the reader on a journey through and across the domains of law and
institutions, markets and power, and culture and identity, and shows how the
understanding of any one of these domains demands an understanding of them
all. The path through these related regions is marked by regular encounters with
leading and competing thinkers—from the expected, such as James Madison,
Robert Dahl, Michel Foucault, and Adam Smith, to the unexpected, such as
Joseph Raz, Lisa Disch, Doug Henwood, and Joan Scott—that encourage the
reader to evaluate their arguments for their internal coherence and explanatory
power. Governing Subjects is at once a holistic and critical introduction to the
study of politics.
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domains of law and institutions, markets and power, and culture and identity, and shows how the
understanding of any one of these domains demands an understanding of them all. The path through these
related regions is marked by regular encounters with leading and competing thinkers—from the expected,
such as James Madison, Robert Dahl, Michel Foucault, and Adam Smith, to the unexpected, such as Joseph
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introduction to the study of politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Isaac Balbus's Governing Subjects is not one but several books and all of them are successful. First there is
a marvelously accessible survey of all the key issues in political and cultural theory. Second there is a critical
(in the sense of serious) analysis of the philosophical and sociological arguments brought to bear on those
issues in the last 200 years. And third there is his own explication and urging of a ‘reparative’ approach to
the problems inherent in modernity and its discontents. The learning is obvious, but it is offered in a way that
is always enlightening and never intimidating or pretentious. A real achievement."
?Stanley Fish, Florida International University

"This stimulating book exhibits the intellectual range and pedagogical flair long associated with Isaac
Balbus. Governing Subjects offers a bracing invitation to a capacious and deep, disciplined but cross-
disciplinary, study of politics. Not just its primary undergraduate audience, but graduate students and faculty
alike have much to gain by engaging with its bold arguments and learned assessments."
?Ira Katznelson, Ruggles Professor of Political Science and History, Columbia University

"American political science today is all too driven by concerns that render it unduly narrow in both methods
and substance. In both these regards, Isaac Balbus's Governing Subjects is a welcome, valuable resource."
?Rogers Smith, University of Pennsylvania

"This introduction to politics uniquely draws resources from both theoretical and empirical scholarship in
political science. It is an introduction in the best sense: it not only covers the basics but it is written
engagingly and accessibly to introduce students to challenging controversies. The dialogic structure of the
chapters, which set opposing views in conversation with each other, lends itself to active learning strategies
in the classroom."
?Lisa Disch, University of Michigan

"Summing Up: Recommended.  All undergraduate, graduate, and research collections." - E. J. Eisenach,
CHOICE (July 2010)

About the Author

Isaac D. Balbus is professor of political science at the University of Illinois at Chicago. He is the author of
four previous books and has won several awards for excellence in teaching.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bruce Brown:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.



Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Governing Subjects: An Introduction to the
Study of Politics will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with
you?

Tom Seaman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important usually. The book Governing Subjects: An Introduction to the Study of Politics ended
up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The reserve Governing Subjects: An Introduction to the Study of Politics is
not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Governing Subjects: An
Introduction to the Study of Politics. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Erin Cummins:

This Governing Subjects: An Introduction to the Study of Politics book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Governing Subjects: An Introduction to the Study of Politics without we
comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Governing Subjects: An Introduction to the Study of Politics can bring whenever you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Governing Subjects: An Introduction to the Study of Politics having excellent arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Shirley Nichols:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Governing
Subjects: An Introduction to the Study of Politics. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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