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Lionel Tertis [1876-1975] stands in the company of Ysaÿe, Kreisler, Casals,
Thibaud and Rubinstein as one of the greatest instrumentalists - and arguably the
greatest viola player - of all time. Many composers, including Bax, Holst and
Vaughan Williams, wrote significant works for him; he was a member of a
number of prominent string quartets; and he was later to design and promote his
own 'Tertis model' viola. Tertis is virtually synonymous with the increasing
importance of the viola as a solo and recital instrument alongside the violin and
the cello.
This updated paperback edition tells how he rose from humble beginnings to
become 'the father of the modern viola'. It explores in detail his long and
distinguished career, persuading composers to write works for the viola,
arranging existing works for the instrument, editing and performing, and teaching
and coaching, notably at the Royal Academy of Music.
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Editorial Review

Review
It was first published in 2006 by Boydell Press, reprinted the following year and is now in a paperback
version, which testifies to its popularity and its quality. The biography is nothing if not comprehensive ...
This is a wonderful book and an excellent example of the expertise necessary to produce a comprehensive
and authoritative biography. I'm certain that no one else could possibly have done it anything like as well as
John White. --Spirited Magazine

One could hardly ask for a more authoritative voice for the definitive account of the life of the great viola
virtuoso. [...] White's biography is the last word on Tertis and no less than its iconic subject merits. --
Gramophone

Reading this extremely well researched and written book I was left in no doubt of the debt that all lovers of
string playing owe to Tertis, and of his relentless pursuit of perfection, both in playing technique and
instrumental design. --Elgar Society Journal

About the Author
JOHN WHITE is a prominent viola teacher and performer. He was a founder member of the Alberni String
Quartet and later played with the London Philharmonic Orchestra and the Stadler Trio and collaborated with
composers Alan Bush, Lennox Berkeley and Alan Richardson in performances of their works. White was
Professor of Viola at the Royal Academy of Music for over thirty years and has chaired four international
viola congresses in the UK since 1978. In recognition of his outstanding contributions to the viola, he was
awarded the Silver Alto Clef for 2010 by the International Viola Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Hawkins:

Here thing why this particular Lionel Tertis: The First Great Virtuoso of the Viola are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Lionel Tertis: The First Great Virtuoso of the Viola
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Lionel Tertis: The First Great Virtuoso of the Viola. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Lionel
Tertis: The First Great Virtuoso of the Viola in e-book can be your option.

Antonio Fells:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining



a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Lionel Tertis: The First Great
Virtuoso of the Viola book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Margaret Honig:

The publication with title Lionel Tertis: The First Great Virtuoso of the Viola posesses a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Nicole Williams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Lionel Tertis: The First Great Virtuoso of the
Viola publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Lionel Tertis:
The First Great Virtuoso of the Viola as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.
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