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Why do human beings believe in divinities? Why do some seek eternal life, while
others seek escape from recurring lives? Why do the beliefs and behaviors we
typically call "religious’ so deeply affect the human personality and so subtly
weave their way through human society?

Revised and updated in this third edition, Nine Theories of Religion considers
how these fundamental questions have engaged the most important thinkers of
the modern era. Accessible, systematic, and succinct, it considers the Victorian
anthropology of E. B. Tylor and J. G. Frazer, the "reductionist" social science of
Sigmund Freud, Emile Durkheim, and Karl Marx, the non-reductionist
approaches of Max Weber, William James, and Mircea Eliade, and the
aternative paradigms that have arisen from the work of E. E. Evans-Pritchard
and Clifford Geertz. The third edition features a new chapter on William James.
Each chapter offers biographical background, theoretical exposition, conceptual
analysis, and critical assessment.

Ideal as a supplementary text in introductory religion courses or as the main text
in theory and method in religious studies or in sociology of religion courses, Nine
Theories of Religion, Third Edition, offers an illuminating treatment of this
controversial and fascinating subject. It can be used as a stand-alone text or with
the author's companion reader, Introducing Religion: Readings from the Classic
Theorists.
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Why do human beings believe in divinities? Why do some seek eternal life, while others seek escape from
recurring lives? Why do the beliefs and behaviors we typically call "religious’ so deeply affect the human
personality and so subtly weave their way through human society?

Revised and updated in this third edition, Nine Theories of Religion considers how these fundamental
guestions have engaged the most important thinkers of the modern era. Accessible, systematic, and succinct,
it considers the Victorian anthropology of E. B. Tylor and J. G. Frazer, the "reductionist” social science of
Sigmund Freud, Emile Durkheim, and Karl Marx, the non-reductionist approaches of Max Weber, William
James, and Mircea Eliade, and the aternative paradigms that have arisen from the work of E. E. Evans-
Pritchard and Clifford Geertz. The third edition features a new chapter on William James. Each chapter
offers biographical background, theoretical exposition, conceptual analysis, and critical assessment.

Ideal as asupplementary text in introductory religion courses or as the main text in theory and method in
religious studies or in sociology of religion courses, Nine Theories of Religion, Third Edition, offers an
illuminating treatment of this controversial and fascinating subject. It can be used as a stand-al one text or
with the author's companion reader, Introducing Religion: Readings from the Classic Theorists.
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Editorial Review
Review

"I find Nine Theories of Religion to be the best condensation of essential theory available. Its greatest
strength isthe logic of the presentation of the theories, followed by a critical appraisal rehearsing each
theory's strengths and weaknesses."--Thomas W. Martin, Susquehanna University

About the Author

Daniel L. Palsis Professor of Religious Studies and History at the University of Miami. He is the author of
Introducing Religion: Readings from the Classic Theorists (OUP, 2008).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christine Frazier:

The book Nine Theories of Religion make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Nine Theories of Religion to be your
habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about afew or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book Nine Theories of Religion.
Kinds of book are severa. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Kristi Goins;

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Nine Theories of Religion book is readable through you who hate those perfect word
style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Nine Theories of Religion content
conveys the thought easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Nine Theories of Religion is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Doreen Williams;

The book untitled Nine Theories of Religion is the publication that recommended to you to study. Y ou can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to



explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of study when write the book,
so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book
of Nine Theories of Religion from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Amy Smith:

Beside thiskind of Nine Theories of Religion in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get more
close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Nine Theories of Religion because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times
have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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