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Intended for beginning graduate or advanced undergraduate students, this book
provides a comprehensive review of research methods used in psychology and
related disciplines. It covers topics that are often omitted in other texts including
correlational and qualitative research and integrative literature reviews. Basic
principles are reviewed for those who need a refresher. The focus is on
conceptual issues – statistics are kept to a minimum. Featuring examples from all
fields of psychology, the book addresses laboratory and field research. Chapters
are written to be used independently, so instructors can pick and choose those
that fit their course needs. Reorganized to parallel the steps of the research
process, tips on writing reports are also provided. Each chapter features an
outline, key terms, a summary, and questions and exercises that integrate chapter
topics and put theory into practice. A glossary and an annotated list of readings
are now included.

Extensively updated throughout, the new edition features a new co-author, Mary
Kite, and:
• New chapters on qualitative research and content analysis and another on
integrative literature reviews including meta-analysis, critical techniques for
today’s research environment.
• A new chapter on exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis that addresses
the use of path analysis and structural equation modeling.
• A new chapter on how to write a research report using APA style.
• Examples from cross-cultural and multi-cultural research, neuroscience,
cognitive, and developmental psychology along with ones from social, industrial,
and clinical psychology. 
• More on Internet research and studies.
• Greatly expanded Part 3 on research designs with chapters on true experiments,
field research, correlational and single-case designs, content analysis, and survey
and qualitative research.
• A website with PowerPoint slides for each chapter, a test bank with short
answer and multiple choice questions, additional teaching resources, and the
tables and figures from the book for Instructor’s and chapter outlines, suggested
readings, and links to related web sites for students.
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Intended as a text for beginning graduate and/or advanced undergraduate courses
in research methods or experimental methods or design taught in psychology,
human development, family studies, education, or other social and behavioral
sciences, a prerequisite of undergraduate statistics and a beginning research
methods course is assumed.
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Editorial Review

Review

“For breadth of coverage [this] is the best book on the market … I would use this book … in our basic
methods course for first year graduate students. … There is a real need for this book, because of its superior
breadth of coverage, superb organization, and excellent, intelligent presentation of a wide range of research
methods issues, strategies, and techniques. … I reviewed many textbooks, including best sellers in the field,
and chose Whitley. …. There is a real and appropriate difference in writing style and content from an
introductory level research methods textbook.” – Ira Roseman, Rutgers University, USA

"The book is rare in that it targets beginning graduate students, fitting beautifully between the overly simple
coverage in undergraduate texts and the combined methods-statistics graduate texts that tend to overwhelm
new graduate students. ... I would definitely adopt it. ... The chapters are written clearly." Steven Prentice-
Dunn, University of Alabama, USA

“I have been unsuccessful in finding another text that is written at a graduate student level that I like. … I
will adopt the new Whitley and Kite textbook for my graduate course. … I like the broad coverage of the
topics. It not only covers what many consider the basics of research methods … but it also addresses
important topics such as responsibilities of researchers and literature reviews.” – Veanne N. Anderson,
Indiana State University, USA

"It is very readable – it puts the methods within a context that my students can connect with; it is … broad
but has a lot of depth. .... I will definitely use the new edition. ....The chapter on writing research reports is
exceptional." – Debra Rickwood, University of Canberra, Australia

“This text is exceptionally well written. Students at many levels of academic ability should be able to …
understand the core concepts. … [Featuring] broader coverage of concepts than other texts on the market …
it should be a good reference for … undergraduate senior or … graduates … preparing for a master’s thesis
or research project.” – Frances M. Sessa, Pennsylvania State University – Abington, USA

“[The] writing … is very clear and accessible. The level is appropriate for the intended audience of
advanced undergraduate or beginning graduate students. …The detailed treatment of ethics is a real
strength of the book.“ – Charles E. Collyer, University of Rhode Island, USA

"I have been using Whitley for several years. … I’ll continue to adopt it … The authors have done an
excellent job of explaining … complicated methods and procedures from journal articles, simplifying them in
a manner that enables my masters’ students to understand them. … Examples are engaging. ... The chapters
are structured in such a manner that enables me to include or omit what is most appropriate for my students.
The material is very accessible for my master’s level students.” -  Thomas Mitchell, University of
Baltimore, USA
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David Perkins, and Deborah Balogh (2002); and Handbook for Conducting Research on Human Sexuality
(2002), edited with Michael Wiederman.

Mary Kite is Professor of Psychological Science at Ball State University. She received her Ph.D. from
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janice Nolan:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Principles of Research in Behavioral Science: Third Edition
seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The publication Principles of Research in Behavioral Science: Third Edition is not
only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Principles of
Research in Behavioral Science: Third Edition. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Roberto Fetter:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the publication untitled Principles of Research in Behavioral Science: Third
Edition can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.



Pauline Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Principles of Research in Behavioral
Science: Third Edition e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Principles of Research
in Behavioral Science: Third Edition as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This
is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Kimberly Johnson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list will be Principles of Research in Behavioral Science: Third
Edition. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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