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How did the world come to be organized into sovereign states? Daniel Philpott
argues that two historical revolutions in ideas are responsible. First, the
Protestant Reformation ended medieval Christendom and brought a system of
sovereign states in Europe, culminating at the Peace of Westphalia in 1648.
Second, ideas of equality and colonial nationalism brought a sweeping end to
colonial empires around 1960, spreading the sovereign states system to the rest of
the globe. In both cases, revolutions in ideas about legitimate political authority
profoundly altered the "constitution" that establishes basic authority in the
international system.

Ideas exercised influence first by shaping popular identities, then by exercising
social power upon the elites who could bring about new international
constitutions. Swaths of early modern Europeans, for instance, arrived at
Protestant beliefs, then fought against the temporal powers of the Church on
behalf of the sovereignty of secular princes, who could overthrow the formidable
remains of a unified medieval Christendom. In the second revolution, colonial
nationalists, domestic opponents of empire, and rival superpowers pressured
European cabinets to relinquish their colonies in the name of equality and
nationalism, resulting in a global system of sovereign states. Bringing new
theoretical and historical depth to the study of international relations, Philpott
demonstrates that while shifts in military, economic, and other forms of material
power cannot be overlooked, only ideas can explain how the world came to be
organized into a system of sovereign states.
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How did the world come to be organized into sovereign states? Daniel Philpott argues that two historical
revolutions in ideas are responsible. First, the Protestant Reformation ended medieval Christendom and
brought a system of sovereign states in Europe, culminating at the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. Second,
ideas of equality and colonial nationalism brought a sweeping end to colonial empires around 1960,
spreading the sovereign states system to the rest of the globe. In both cases, revolutions in ideas about
legitimate political authority profoundly altered the "constitution" that establishes basic authority in the
international system.

Ideas exercised influence first by shaping popular identities, then by exercising social power upon the elites
who could bring about new international constitutions. Swaths of early modern Europeans, for instance,
arrived at Protestant beliefs, then fought against the temporal powers of the Church on behalf of the
sovereignty of secular princes, who could overthrow the formidable remains of a unified medieval
Christendom. In the second revolution, colonial nationalists, domestic opponents of empire, and rival
superpowers pressured European cabinets to relinquish their colonies in the name of equality and
nationalism, resulting in a global system of sovereign states. Bringing new theoretical and historical depth to
the study of international relations, Philpott demonstrates that while shifts in military, economic, and other
forms of material power cannot be overlooked, only ideas can explain how the world came to be organized
into a system of sovereign states.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This convincing portrait show how power and ideas together shape international relations."--John
Ikenberry, Foreign Affairs

From the Inside Flap
"Revolutions and Sovereignty is a cogently argued and superbly written book in which Daniel Philpott sets
forth an original and provocative thesis. Challenging Realist and materialist interpretations of international
relations, he makes an impressive case for the central role of ideas, particularly religious ideas, in shaping the
nature of revolutions in the international state system beginning with the impact of Protestantism on the
Westphalian settlement of 1648. This is a book which undoubtedly will stimulate much debate and which
demands and deserves thoughtful attention at a time when that state system is in the midst of yet another
revolutionary transformation."--Samuel Huntington, Harvard University

"Dan Philpott is a rising star in international relations, and this book demonstrates why. It is rich in historic
detail, conceptually rigorous, bold, and written with felicity. The reader puts down Revolutions in
Sovereignty with a keener sense of why ideas matter to the world of international politics, an arena often
construed as a field of force in which ideas play an inconsequent role."--Jean Bethke Elshtain, University of
Chicago, author of Women and War

"Revolutions in Sovereignty tells us how ideas have shaped the basic structure of international relations in the
modern era. Before sovereign statehood became real, it became an ideal in the minds of the leaders and their
followers who then made states sovereign. In explaining how this happened, Daniel Philpott brings original
and insightful scholarship to bear on large and important issues."--Michael Doyle, Princeton University,
author of Ways of War and Peace

From the Back Cover

"Revolutions and Sovereignty is a cogently argued and superbly written book in which Daniel Philpott sets
forth an original and provocative thesis. Challenging Realist and materialist interpretations of international
relations, he makes an impressive case for the central role of ideas, particularly religious ideas, in shaping the
nature of revolutions in the international state system beginning with the impact of Protestantism on the
Westphalian settlement of 1648. This is a book which undoubtedly will stimulate much debate and which
demands and deserves thoughtful attention at a time when that state system is in the midst of yet another
revolutionary transformation."--Samuel Huntington, Harvard University

"Dan Philpott is a rising star in international relations, and this book demonstrates why. It is rich in historic
detail, conceptually rigorous, bold, and written with felicity. The reader puts down Revolutions in
Sovereignty with a keener sense of why ideas matter to the world of international politics, an arena often
construed as a field of force in which ideas play an inconsequent role."--Jean Bethke Elshtain, University
of Chicago, author of Women and War

"Revolutions in Sovereignty tells us how ideas have shaped the basic structure of international relations in the
modern era. Before sovereign statehood became real, it became an ideal in the minds of the leaders and their
followers who then made states sovereign. In explaining how this happened, Daniel Philpott brings original



and insightful scholarship to bear on large and important issues."--Michael Doyle, Princeton University,
author of Ways of War and Peace

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Justin Moore:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Revolutions in
Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations. is kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

James Brecht:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Revolutions in Sovereignty: How
Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations. can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Thad Whitehead:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations..

William Duhon:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Revolutions in Sovereignty:
How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations., you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still



don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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