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William Blake once wrote that "The road of excess leads to the palace of
wisdom." Inspired by these poetic terms, Jeffrey J. Kripal reveals how the works
of scholars of mysticism are often rooted in their own mystical experiences,
"roads of excess," which can both lead to important insights into these scholars'
works and point us to our own "palaces of wisdom."

In his new book, Kripal addresses the twentieth-century study of mysticism as a
kind of mystical tradition in its own right, with its own unique histories,
discourses, sociological dynamics, and rhetorics of secrecy. Fluidly combining
autobiography and biography with scholarly exploration, Kripal takes us on a
tour of comparative mystical thought by examining the lives and works of five
major historians of mysticism—Evelyn Underhill, Louis Massignon, R. C.
Zaehner, Agehananda Bharati, and Elliot Wolfson—as well as relating his own
mystical experiences. The result, Kripal finds, is seven "palaces of wisdom": the
religious power of excess, the necessity of distance in the study of mysticism, the
relationship between the mystical and art, the dilemmas of male subjectivity and
modern heterosexuality, a call for ethical criticism, the paradox of the insider-
outsider problem in the study of religion, and the magical power of texts and
their interpretation.
An original and penetrating analysis of modern scholarship and scholars of
mysticism, Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom is also a persuasive
demonstration of the way this scholarly activity is itself a mystical phenomenon.
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comparative mystical thought by examining the lives and works of five major historians of
mysticism—Evelyn Underhill, Louis Massignon, R. C. Zaehner, Agehananda Bharati, and Elliot
Wolfson—as well as relating his own mystical experiences. The result, Kripal finds, is seven "palaces of
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between the mystical and art, the dilemmas of male subjectivity and modern heterosexuality, a call for
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Editorial Review

Review

“According to Kripal, mysticism is very much a praxis, a set of techniques that lead to a goal, inner depth
and self-knowledge. . . . Kripal’s book can bring much-needed clarity and depth, and no little intelligence, to
the ‘subjectivity wars’ of postmodernity, which, even now, have only just begun.”
(Peter Homans Journal of Religion)

“Original, even constructive, in its topic, approach, candor, and scope, Roads of Excess is nonetheless an
excellent historical and biographical study, written with clarity and charm, demonstrating patience with those
who have little familiarity with the discipline in which he is working or the scholars he is exploring. . . . This
is the kind of methodological challenge that I hope more people will read and seriously engage.”
(David Clairmont Chicago South Asia Newsletter)

"The book has the value of insisting on secrecy and eroticism as relevant elements for determining mysticism
and esotericism. . . . Kripal has brought forward some fascinating material in this book and it is good to see
how the academic debate on mysticism and esotericism in different religions and traditions is still alive."
(Fabrizio M. Ferrari South Asia Research)

From the Inside Flap

William Blake once wrote that "the road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom." Inspired by these poetic
terms, Jeffrey J. Kripal reflects on how the modern study of mysticism has often been inspired by the
mystical experiences of the scholars themselves. More specifically, he suggests, these "roads of excess" are
often marked by erotic engagements with text and tradition that carry within themselves important
theoretical insights into both the historical mystics and our own critical engagements with their remarkable
texts.

To explore such possibilities, Kripal takes his readers on a tour of comparative mystical thought in
Catholicism, Sufism, Hinduism, Tantra, and Kabbalah by examining the lives and works of five major
historians of mysticism: Evelyn Underhill, Louis Massignon, R. C. Zaehner, Agehananda Bharati, and Elliot
Wolfson. Kripal also critically analyzes his own mystical experiences in a series of revealing
autobiographical essays and concludes the book with seven "palaces of wisdom" that envision the study of
mysticism as a mystical phenomenon, with its own unique histories, psychosexual dynamics, ethical
disciplines, existential paradoxes, and unitive goals.

About the Author

Jeffrey J. Kripal is the Vira I. Heinz Associate Professor of Religion at Westminster College in New
Wilmington, Pennsylvania. He is the author of Kali's Child: The Mystical and the Erotic in the Life and
Teachings of Ramakrishna, published by the University of Chicago Press, which won the American
Academy of Religion's Best First Book in the History of Religions Award.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity
in the Study of Mysticism was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism
and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism is not only giving you far more new information but also for being
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with all the book Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the
Study of Mysticism. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jose Jones:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Roads of Excess, Palaces of
Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism book as nice and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kayla Congdon:

This Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism tend to be
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Roads of Excess,
Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism can be on the list of great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that
perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom:
Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

William Pettigrew:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and
Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but



also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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