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Korean painters participated in two major cultural trends of the late Choson
period in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries: inquiry into things Korean and
investigation of things Western. Departing from Chinese sources long considered
authoritative, they developed the distinctly Korean mode known as “true-view”
landscape painting for depicting the scenery of their own country. Rooted in the
documentary painting of the early Choson period and displaying special
techniques developed to describe distinctive features of Korea’s topography,
true-view paintings portray the most exemplary and ideal landscapes of Korea,
such as those of Mount Kumgang (Diamond Mountain).

The same painters also drew on Western painting methods, which they learned
from descriptions of Western paintings seen and recorded by Korean emissaries
to Beijing as well as from actual paintings brought back. This knowledge
inspired them to produce not only landscapes but also portraits, images of
animals and other paintings based on firsthand observation of nature. Both
trends, looking inward to Korea and outward to the West, represented Korean
aspiration for something new ? for “modernity.” Deftly weaving these two
strands together as the unifying theme of Searching for Modernity, Yi Song-mi
expands on her pioneering work on true-view landscape painting to reveal even
more of the depth and complexity of this mature and fully Korean form of artistic
expression.
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Korean painters participated in two major cultural trends of the late Choson period in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries: inquiry into things Korean and investigation of things Western. Departing from Chinese
sources long considered authoritative, they developed the distinctly Korean mode known as “true-view”
landscape painting for depicting the scenery of their own country. Rooted in the documentary painting of the
early Choson period and displaying special techniques developed to describe distinctive features of Korea’s
topography, true-view paintings portray the most exemplary and ideal landscapes of Korea, such as those of
Mount Kumgang (Diamond Mountain).

The same painters also drew on Western painting methods, which they learned from descriptions of Western
paintings seen and recorded by Korean emissaries to Beijing as well as from actual paintings brought back.
This knowledge inspired them to produce not only landscapes but also portraits, images of animals and other
paintings based on firsthand observation of nature. Both trends, looking inward to Korea and outward to the
West, represented Korean aspiration for something new ? for “modernity.” Deftly weaving these two strands
together as the unifying theme of Searching for Modernity, Yi Song-mi expands on her pioneering work on
true-view landscape painting to reveal even more of the depth and complexity of this mature and fully
Korean form of artistic expression.
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Editorial Review

Review

The rich documentation makes it a useful source for art history professors and graduate students.

(Choice)

About the Author
Yi Song-mi is professor emerita of art history at the Academy of Korean Studies in Songnam, near Seoul.
She is the author of Korean Landscape Painting: Continuity and Innovation through the Ages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Brummitt:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Searching
for Modernity: Western Influence and True-View Landscape in Korean Painting of the Late Choson Period
(Franklin D. Murphy Lectures) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Gary Stark:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Searching for Modernity: Western Influence and True-View Landscape in Korean Painting of the
Late Choson Period (Franklin D. Murphy Lectures), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Breanne Gardner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Searching for Modernity: Western Influence and True-View Landscape in Korean Painting of the Late



Choson Period (Franklin D. Murphy Lectures) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get ahead of. The Searching for Modernity: Western Influence and True-View Landscape in Korean Painting
of the Late Choson Period (Franklin D. Murphy Lectures) giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Junior Price:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Searching for Modernity:
Western Influence and True-View Landscape in Korean Painting of the Late Choson Period (Franklin D.
Murphy Lectures) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read
it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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