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The Wicked Y ears continue in Gregory Maguire’' s Son of a Witch—the heroic
saga of the hapless yet determined young man who may or may not be the
offspring of the fabled Wicked Witch of the West. A New York Times bestseller
like its predecessor, the remarkable Wicked, Son of a Witch follows the boy Liir
on his dark odyssey across an ingeniously re-imagined and nearly unrecognizable
Land of Oz—ajourney that will take him deep into the bowels of the
<?xml:namespace prefix = st1 ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-
com:office:smarttags' />Emerald City, lately abandoned by the Wizard, and into
the jaws of dragons. At once agrim fairy tale and an uplifting adventure, Son of a
Witch is atrue wonder.<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-
microsoft-com:office:office" />
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York Times bestseller like its predecessor, the remarkable Wicked, Son of a Witch follows the boy Liir on his
dark odyssey across an ingeniously re-imagined and nearly unrecognizable Land of Oz—a journey that will
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

With avoice that sounds a bit like Richard Dreyfuss on helium, Maguire does a solid if somewhat
unconventional job of narrating his own novel. His pace, like his prose, is deliberate and thoughtful. His
creativity and imagination shine in his ability to provide his strange characters (not a human among them)
with equally unusual voices. It is not the tonal range that makes his delivery interesting, though; it's the
cadence and timbre of the voices that win the listener over. Liir, who may or may not be the son of the
Wicked Witch of the West, is read with a detached, depressed air, an adol escent with ennui looking for his
lost half-sister, Nor. Candle, the Munchkin girl who becomes his sweetheart, has a voice that sounds almost
like backwards masking. A short interview with Maguire is an added value on the final disc; he says he
enjoys the recording process and that the inspiration for the book was twofold: the many letters from young
fans asking what happened to Nor, last seen as a chained political prisoner, and seeing the Abu Ghraib
torture photographs. This one-two punch left an itch that could only be scratched by writing Son of a Witch.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal

Adult/High School-Son picks up where Maguires highly successful Wicked (HarperCollins, 1995) left off,
with the death of Elphabathe Wicked Witch of the West. She left behind a daughter, Nor, and Liir, who may
or may not be her son. After her death, he enters into a decade of listless soul searching. He travels for atime
and then joins the military, enjoying the structure it provides his life. But eventually his rearing by the Witch
aswell as his possible heritage catch up to him and he finds himself in demand to start a new revolution
against the tyranny of Emerald City. An odd series of disfiguring murders starts occurring all across Oz. Liir
discoversthat the new Emperor sits behind the machinations and uses the strange killings to spread distrust
among the various races of the land. Wielding Elphabas flying broom and donning her magical cape, Liir
makes some small but bold gestures that help the populace of Oz and replants the seeds of hope that Elphaba
spread a generation before. Son is atighter work than Wicked, making deft use of flashbacks and varying
viewpoints to create a quicker pace. And Liirs quest—both to find himself and to save the people of Oz—is
easier to believe than the motivations that drove the bitter yet heroic Elphaba. A well-written, well-crafted
fantasy that can stand on its own.—Matthew L. Moffett, Northern Virginia Community College, Annandale
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
The best-selling Wicked, Maguire s adult spin on L. Frank Baum’ s classic, became a Tony Award-winning

Broadway musical; by contrast, this sequel is atypical middie book, a bridge to a better novel to come,
perhaps. Maguire introduces powerful, whimsical, and cruel characters and adds ethical and sexual
complexities to the origina story—if you can keep all the characters, flashbacks, and plots straight. Although
Son, which starts where The Wizard of Oz |leaves off, has the same wit and complex moral themes of its
predecessor, they fall flatter here. Finally, though some readers will welcome Dorothy’ s entrance, many will
find the entire story too constructed for their taste. But the cliffhanger ending will keep them waiting for the
third installment.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Harris:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Son of a Witch: Volume Two in The Wicked Y ears.

Leon King:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for awhile isreading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Son of a Witch: Volume Twoin The
Wicked Y ears book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Santiago Klein:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Son of a Witch: Volume Two
in The Wicked Y ears that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man or woman but for al of you who wantsto end up being success person. So, for al you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Son of a Witch: Volume Two in The Wicked Y ears
become your starter.

Dennis Bales:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
isdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Son of a Witch: Volume Two in The Wicked Y ears why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.
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