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Stravinsky's reinvention in the early 1920s, as both neoclassical composer and
concert-pianist, is here placed at the centre of a fundamental reconsideration of
his whole output - viewed from the unprecedented perspective of his relationship
with the piano. Graham Griffiths assesses Stravinsky's musical upbringing in St
Petersburg with emphasis on his education at the hands of two extraordinary
teachers whom he later either ignored or denounced: Leokadiya Kashperova, for
piano and Rimsky-Korsakov, for instrumentation. Their message, Griffiths
argues, enabled Stravinsky to formulate from that intensely Russian experience
an internationalist brand of neoclassicism founded upon the premises of
objectivity and craft. Drawing directly on the composer's manuscripts, Griffiths
addresses Stravinsky's lifelong fascination with counterpoint and with pianism's
constructive processes. Stravinsky's Piano presents both of these as recurring
features of the compositional attitudes that Stravinsky consistently applied to his
works, whether Russian, neoclassical or serial and regardless of idiom and genre.
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Stravinsky's reinvention in the early 1920s, as both neoclassical composer and concert-pianist, is here placed
at the centre of a fundamental reconsideration of his whole output - viewed from the unprecedented
perspective of his relationship with the piano. Graham Griffiths assesses Stravinsky's musical upbringing in
St Petersburg with emphasis on his education at the hands of two extraordinary teachers whom he later either
ignored or denounced: Leokadiya Kashperova, for piano and Rimsky-Korsakov, for instrumentation. Their
message, Griffiths argues, enabled Stravinsky to formulate from that intensely Russian experience an
internationalist brand of neoclassicism founded upon the premises of objectivity and craft. Drawing directly
on the composer's manuscripts, Griffiths addresses Stravinsky's lifelong fascination with counterpoint and
with pianism's constructive processes. Stravinsky's Piano presents both of these as recurring features of the
compositional attitudes that Stravinsky consistently applied to his works, whether Russian, neoclassical or
serial and regardless of idiom and genre.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... an eloquently written monograph that traces the influence of Stravinsky's pianism on his compositional
process ... Stravinsky's Piano is a resounding success that will be celebrated by the Stravinsky community for
years to come."
Music and Letters

"This is a well-written, engaging book that delves into technical discussion of compositional processes while
remaining eminently readable ... Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates, graduate students,
faculty, and professionals."
K. Boyd, Choice

About the Author
Graham Griffiths is Honorary Research Fellow in Musicology at City, University of London. He studied at
Edinburgh University and at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, obtaining his doctorate at Christ
Church, Oxford. In 1989 he founded Grupo Novo Horizonte de São Paulo which, under his direction,
premiered forty-one new works by twenty-three Brazilian and Danish composers. Since his return to the UK
Griffiths has guest-lectured at the universities of Bath, Bristol, Canterbury Christ Church, Middlesex and
Oxford - and at the St Petersburg Conservatoire - on a wide variety of topics including music of the twentieth
century, Stravinsky, neoclassicism, Brazilian contemporary music and Russia's earliest women composers.
His affiliation with City, University of London dates from 2010. He was appointed Honorary Research
Fellow in 2015.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

This Stravinsky's Piano: Genesis of a Musical Language (Music since 1900) book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Stravinsky's Piano: Genesis of a Musical Language
(Music since 1900) without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't be worry Stravinsky's Piano: Genesis of a Musical Language (Music since 1900) can
bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Stravinsky's Piano: Genesis of a Musical Language (Music since
1900) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Donald Jefferies:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new



details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Stravinsky's Piano:
Genesis of a Musical Language (Music since 1900), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Judith Mandel:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Stravinsky's Piano: Genesis
of a Musical Language (Music since 1900), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Catherine Acevedo:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book Stravinsky's Piano: Genesis of a Musical Language (Music since 1900). You can add
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location
to other place.
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