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The Living House is a pioneering work by respected anthropologist Roxana
Waterson that has become a classic in its field. It is first book of its kind to
present a detailed picture of houses within the complex social and symbolic
fabric of indigenous South-East Asian peoples.

The main focus of the book is on Indonesia, but in tracing historical links
between architectural forms across the region, it reveals a much wider field of
inquiry—covering all of the Austronesian peoples and cultures extending as far
afield as Madagascar, Japan and the Pacific islands to New Zealand and Hawaii.
As it probes the centrally significant role of houses within South-East Asian
social systems, The Living House reveals new insights into the kinship systems,
gender symbolism and cosmological principles of the peoples who build them,
ultimately uncovering fundamental themes concerning the concepts of life force
and life processes inherent in all of these cultures.

A vivid picture is produced of how people shape buildings and buildings shape
people—how rules about layout and spatial usage impact social relationships.
The book concludes with a consideration of present-day changes affecting the
fates of indigenous cultures and architectures throughout the region.
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the region, it reveals a much wider field of inquiry—covering all of the Austronesian peoples and cultures
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Roxana Waterson studied anthropology at New Hall, Cambridge, where she received her Ph.D in 1981. She
has been doing fieldwork with the Sa'adan Toraja people of Sulawesi since 1978. She lives in Singapore
where where she is Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology at the National University of
Singapore.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Living House:
An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia (NONE), you can tells your family, friends and soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Alysha Johnson:

The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia (NONE) can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement
in writing The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia (NONE) but doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

David Johnston:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in
South-East Asia (NONE) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.



Nancy Sherman:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia
(NONE) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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