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Financial inclusion through microfinance has become a powerful forcein
improving the living conditions of poor farmers, rural non-farm enterprises and
other vulnerable groups. Inits unique ability to link the existing extensive
network of India’s rural bank branches with the Self Help Groups (SHG), the
National Bank of Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has covered
up to 97 million poor households by March 2010 under its Self Help Group Bank
Linkage Programme. Policy-makers have proclaimed SHGs as *‘ the most potent
initiative ... for delivering financial services to the poor in a sustainable manner."

This book presents a comprehensive scientific assessment of the impact of the
Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programme (SBLP) on the member households.
The book discusses wide-ranging topics, including the rural financial sector in
India, the history and structure of the SBLP, the impact methodol ogies, the
economic and socia impact of microfinance, itsrole in building assets while
reducing poverty and vulnerability, the role of women and their empowerment,
training and accumulation of human capital and policy implications of lessons
learned.

The empirical results show that vulnerability of the more mature SHG members
declines significantly. Vulnerability also falls for villages with better
infrastructure and for SHGs that are formed by NGOs and linked by banks. The
results strongly demonstrate that on average, thereis asignificant increase in the
empowerment of the female participants. The economic impact of SBLPisfound
to be the most empowering. Greater autonomy and changesin social attitudes
also lead to female empowerment. The investigation further reveals that training
(especially business training) has a definite positive impact on assets but not on
income. The impact of training can be improved through better infrastructure (as
in paved roads), linkage model type, and the training organiser.

Bridging the gap in the existing literature and between academics and
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practitioners, this book moves beyond the usual theoretical issues in the impact
assessment literature and draws on new devel opments in methodology. It will be
of interest to academics, development practitioners and students of economics,
political science, sociology, public policy and development studies.
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Financial inclusion through microfinance has become a powerful force in improving the living conditions of
poor farmers, rural non-farm enterprises and other vulnerable groups. In its unique ability to link the existing
extensive network of India srural bank branches with the Self Help Groups (SHG), the National Bank of
Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has covered up to 97 million poor households by March
2010 under its Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programme. Policy-makers have proclaimed SHGs as *‘the
most potent initiative ... for delivering financial services to the poor in a sustainable manner."

This book presents a comprehensive scientific assessment of the impact of the Self Help Group Bank
Linkage Programme (SBLP) on the member households. The book discusses wide-ranging topics, including
the rural financia sector in India, the history and structure of the SBLP, the impact methodol ogies, the
economic and social impact of microfinance, itsrole in building assets while reducing poverty and
vulnerability, the role of women and their empowerment, training and accumulation of human capital and
policy implications of lessons |earned.

The empirical results show that vulnerability of the more mature SHG members declines significantly.
Vulnerability also falsfor villages with better infrastructure and for SHGs that are formed by NGOs and
linked by banks. The results strongly demonstrate that on average, there is asignificant increasein the
empowerment of the female participants. The economic impact of SBLP is found to be the most
empowering. Greater autonomy and changes in social attitudes also lead to female empowerment. The
investigation further reveals that training (especialy business training) has a definite positive impact on
assets but not on income. The impact of training can be improved through better infrastructure (asin paved
roads), linkage model type, and the training organiser.

Bridging the gap in the existing literature and between academics and practitioners, this book moves beyond
the usual theoretical issues in the impact assessment literature and draws on new developmentsin
methodology. It will be of interest to academics, development practitioners and students of economics,
political science, sociology, public policy and development studies.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Ranjula Bali Swain is Associate Professor at the Department of Economics at Uppsala University, Sweden.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Burdette:

The book The Microfinance Impact (Routledge Studies in Development Economics) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
The Microfinance Impact (Routledge Studies in Development Economics)? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book The Microfinance Impact (Routledge Studiesin Devel opment
Economics) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search the
enormous world by available and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Nathan Ramsey:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Microfinance
Impact (Routledge Studiesin Development Economics) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Microfinance Impact (Routledge Studiesin
Development Economics)is asingle of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Donna Hoffmann:

The particular book The Microfinance Impact (Routledge Studies in Development Economics) has alot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.



John Bonilla:

Someindividuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Microfinance Impact (Routledge
Studies in Development Economics) to make your reading is interesting. Y our persona skill of reading talent
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especially. It isto be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and examine it. Beside that the guide The Microfinance Impact (Routledge Studies in Development

Economics) can to be your friend when you're really feel aone and confuse with what must you're doing of
thetime.
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