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The RZA, founder of the Wu-Tang Clan, imparts the lessons he's learned on his
journey from the Staten Island projects to international superstardom. A devout
student of knowledge in every form in which he's found it, he distills here the
wisdom he's acquired into seven "pillars," each based on aformative event in his
life-from the moment he first heard the call of hip-hop to the death of his cousin
and Clan- mate, Russell Jones, aka ODB. Delivered in RZA's unmistakable style,
at once surprising, profound, and provocative, The Tao of Wu is a spiritual
memoir the world has never seen before, and will never see again. A nonfiction
Sddhartha for the hip-hop generation from the author of The Wu-Tang Manual,
it will enlighten, entertain, and inspire.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

This hodgepodge of memoir, spiritual advice and poetry is a sincere attempt by the RZA, Wu Tang Clan
founder and producer, to impart his accumulated life wisdom through the lens of hip-hop and idiosyncratic
personal religion. To this end, the book opens with a series of paragraphs defining wisdom (Wisdom is
woman, Woman is the word) and continues with the full Webster's Dictionary definition of wisdom.
Repetition and generalization are problems, but serious fans of the Wu-Tang Clan, who surely are all of the
potential readers for this book, will find some interesting stories of the RZA's early days through some
diligent skimming. He writes about saving Method Man'slife at the scene of adrug deal gone bad on Staten
Island, the emotional connections shared in the projects over viewings of kung-fu movies and the marathon
home production sessions during which he created the backing tracks for years worth of albums for his
cohorts. The spiritual message of the book can be hard to parse: the RZA embraces 5 Percent Nation Muslim
teachings as well as Zen Buddhism—the latter is the basis for a mind-numbing section of Hip-Hop Koans
that includes Don't hate the player; hate the game. Chess tips and a case for vegetarianism also factor into
this singular work. (Oct.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"RZA isatowering artist and deep thinker who has much to teach us. | salute his courageous vision and
compassi onate witness-as manifest in this book and his life!"

-Cornel West

"I congratulate the world for this beautiful gift, wisdom from the life and travels of RZA, wisdom | truly
believe draws from the deepest pools of human thought and spirit...\When a wise monk passes away, the
monastery builds a pagodain his memory. Some pagodas get one floor, some get two or three. But if the man
was known as the wisest and most enlightened of all monks, his pagoda gets seven. | believe the seven pillars
of wisdom in this book are like the seven floors of an exalted monk's pagoda. They represent the wisdom,
knowledge, and enlightenment of a soul that has never stopped training, never stopped learning."

-Sifu Shi Yan Ming, thirty-fourth generation Shaolin Temple warrior monk

Review

"RZA isatowering artist and deep thinker who has much to teach us. | salute his courageous vision and
compassionate witness-as manifest in this book and his life!"

-Cornel West

"I congratulate the world for this beautiful gift, wisdom from the life and travels of RZA, wisdom | truly
believe draws from the deepest pools of human thought and spirit...\WWhen a wise monk passes away, the
monastery builds a pagodain his memory. Some pagodas get one floor, some get two or three. But if the man
was known as the wisest and most enlightened of all monks, his pagoda gets seven. | believe the seven pillars
of wisdom in this book are like the seven floors of an exalted monk's pagoda. They represent the wisdom,
knowledge, and enlightenment of a soul that has never stopped training, never stopped learning."

-Sifu Shi Yan Ming, thirty-fourth generation Shaolin Temple warrior monk

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Rhonda Robitaille:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitabl e activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Tao of Wu?
Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Franklin Richter:

The book The Tao of Wu can give more knowledge and al so the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book The Tao of Wu? Some of you have
adifferent opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
ableto give for each other; you can share al of these. Book The Tao of Wu has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Lewis:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
s0. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Tao of Wu, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Carolyn Hoar:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friendsisthing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Tao of Wu, you could
enjoy both. It isvery good combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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